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D’Var HaRav

(The Rabbi’s Message) August 2020

Dear Jewish Center of the Moriches Friends:
As I write this, the JCM High Holiday Task Force has been working diligently to craft a High Holiday schedule
that will be meaningful while keeping all of us safe and healthy. Most of our Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur
services will be electronic, likely on the Zoom platform. If you are unfamiliar with Zoom, please reach out to me
or to a JCM board member; we will have volunteers who can guide you through the necessary steps to join services via your smart phone, computer, or even by calling in from a land-line telephone. You may wish to practice with one of our Friday night services, (and I don’t say this just to get you to join with us!). Thanks to everyone who responded to the High Holidays community survey; the Task Force is using your answers to help
shape the services.
Having Zoomed extensively in both our own services and those of other synagogues these last months, I have
some suggestions to help you get the most out of this year’s High Holidays.

1) Plan to dress for the occasion. You will feel that these Days of Awe really are Awesome if you put on your
holiday best. For Yom Kippur evening (Kol Nidre) and Yom Kippur day, try to wear white. Not only is this
traditional to help us feel like we are atoning and starting fresh, but seeing a sea of white on the “gallery
view” in Zoom is sure to be an inspiration.
2) Bring appropriate ritual objects to the space where you’ll be participating. This might be your kippah, tallit,
siddur/machzor book, candles, kiddush cup, and anything else that is special for the holiday. JCM will have
holiday items, including the prayerbooks, available for loan.
3) Designate a special place for worshiping. You’ll need some room to stand and sit comfortably, and you’ll
feel like you’ve really entered sacred space if it’s dedicated to the services and distinct from your work
space, eating room, or bedroom.
Perhaps more important as a method to increase your appreciation of the High Holidays is to begin the process
of self-reflection at least a month in advance. Traditionally the shofar is blown each weekday morning during
the month of Elul (this year starting on August 21) to wake us up – to arouse us from whatever state we may
have sunk into inadvertently. We are to remind ourselves of our mortality and that we should work hard to
make the most of the life remaining to each of us. Our Friday night services in Elul will include a recitation of
Psalm 27 and other passages appropriate for this season of repentance.
More details about High Holiday services will be forthcoming, and note that we will be doing some outdoor, inperson activities such as shofar blowing and tashlich (throwing crumbs into the water) on Sunday, September
20. In the meantime, please stay safe and healthy.
B’shalom,
Rabbi Jack
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Bookplates
Order “In Honor Of” and “In Memory Of” bookplates for new
High Holiday prayer books
Prior to the pandemic, the Rabbi, the Religious Committee, and the Board decided that the time had
come for a new set of prayerbooks (Machzorim) for the High Holidays. While the Silverman prayer
books had many strengths, they have started showing their age (from the 1930's) and it was decided
to replace them with a new modern Machzor that has many more transliterations and more up-todate translations.
This is an opportunity for all of us to dedicate prayerbooks in honor or memory of a loved one with a
bookplate. A minimum contribution of $25 per prayerbook is requested. JCM volunteers will put the
bookplates into the new books.
This year, because most of the services for Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur will be electronic rather
than in the temple, JCM is planning to loan prayer books to High Holiday participants. This provides
the wonderful opportunity for this year only for you to have in hand at home the books dedicated to
your loved ones, while you are participating in the “Zoomed” High Holiday services.
A time will be set aside to distribute the dedicated Machzorim to the families making the contribution.
Please remember that this would be a loan for this year only, and we are counting on you to
return the prayer books to the Jewish Center after the holidays. Again, you can borrow prayerbooks whether or not you dedicate a bookplate(s).
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As of this writing, the bookplates have been “selling like hotcakes.” If you haven’t yet sent in your order, please contact Sherry Schwartz ASAP at 631-878-4880 or email ss12@optonline.net. Bookplate
orders are subject to availability, on a first-come, first-serve basis.

Member Spotlight: Hailey Gray

JCM’s newest
bat-mitzvah!

Hailey Gray, daughter of John and Jennifer and big sister to Dylan, reached the age of bat-mitzvah this
month. Proud grandparents are Paulette and Bob, and Judith and Glenn. The Grays live in Manorville,
and they’ve been part of the JCM family since Hailey was 5 or 6.

Hailey is going into eighth grade at Eastport South Manor (ESM). The end of this schoolyear was a little
hard, she says, but once she got used to having all her classes online, it got better. Hailey enjoys history,
science labs, and learning how things works. She’s also a thespian: during the school year, Hailey takes
part in the annual school play, and in previous summers she has participated in backyard theater, which
unfortunately was canceled this season.
With her acting, Hailey enjoys being in the chorus and participating in the big dance numbers. When her
school mounted a production of “Wizard of Oz,” a highlight for Hailey was being cast as a jitterbug who
danced with the main characters. “I like working hard for things. Like in gymnastics, [working for] flexibility
and strength.” She also plays softball.
Passover and Rosh HaShanah are favorite holidays, because “that’s when I get to see cousins and the
family,” says Hailey. She was a little disappointed about the delay of her bat-mitzvah celebration, but she
says, “it means that I have more time to work on it and to perfect it.” Instead of a big bat-mitzvah party,
Hailey and her family had planned a trip to Aruba, and she was looking forward to that as her first trip out
of the country.

Member Spotlight: Mel Lobb

Mel Lobb is the dedicated JCMer who is always first at the temple for Friday night services, arriving early
to turn on the memorial lights for the week’s yahrzeits (anniversary of the time of someone’s death). Mel
wasn’t raised in a Jewish family, but he’s had a life-long Jewish connection. “I have Jewish heritage on my
father’s side, way long ago in Germany,” he explains, “ I had never pursued it, but when I went to the army,
I was stationed in Germany for 19 months, and one time I stopped at Dachau concentration camp. I could
feel God was talking to me, I had such strong feelings in my heart.” Some years later, he found himself at a
Reform temple in Indianapolis, where he lived. When he was 33, after pursuing Jewish learning at the
temple, Mel went to the mikvah and officially became a Jew. Mel’s older sister converted to Judaism the
same day that he did; his sister enjoyed being part of a Reform temple, but Mel found that he preferred a
Conservative congregation. Their rabbi at the Reform temple put Mel in touch with a local Conservative
rabbi, and Mel took some additional Judaism classes.
Mel and his wife Beverly met when Beverly was on vacation to Indianapolis visiting family. Beverly lived in
Shirley, which is how Mel came to Long Island; the couple have been married since 1986. “I married into
an Italian Catholic family,” says Mel with a smile. After he moved to Shirley, Mel “parted away” from his
Judaism for a while, but then he came back. He was driving through Center Moriches one day, and after
talking to Cantor Zach, he joined an adult bar/bat-mitzvah class. Mel was one of only two students who finished the class, about five years ago.
Mel has worked as a route salesman, and was a police officer in Indianapolis for 11 years before moving to
Long Island. He and Beverly enjoy traveling, and have adventured all around the southern United States,
and to the Caribbean. Mel had always wanted to see Israel, and so they went on a 14-day cruise of the
Mediterranean, where a highlight was going to the Western Wall in Jerusalem. They also visited the Cairo
pyramids and Greece on that trip.
Although their traveling may have slowed down a bit now that they’re older, Mel’s love of Judaism
hasn’t diminished with the years. “I’ve never regretted converting, it’s 100% in the heart.”

Familyhood News
Dear JCM Families:
We hope that everyone is doing well in this unusual time.
Although Covid-19 restrictions have prevented us from having our usual social events, we have decided
to have an Outdoor Rummage Sale on Sunday September 6th (Raindate September 7th) from 10 a.m.1 p.m. It will be a little different this year, but we hope to pull off a productive fundraiser to support
JCM. This year's Rummage Sale will focus on soft goods - clothing, shoes, towels, bedding, curtains,
belts, scarves, and other personal items. How can you support us? Please take the time to clean out
your closets. Collect donations from family, friends, and neighbors. Contact Larry and Barbara
Kiss (the3kisses@optonline.net, 631-874-4928) to arrange drop off at JCM by the end of August.
Thank you for your support and hope to see you soon!
Jennifer Heitman & Janet Bossert, Co-Presidents

Book Club

Although we still can't meet in person, I'd love to see everyone for a book club meeting online! We
switched our September book to read in June, but now that libraries are back in business, we should all
be able to get our hands on it for our next meeting.
We'll discuss A Well-Read Woman: The Life, Loves, and Legacy of Ruth Rappaport by Kate Stewart
on Sunday, October 4th at 10am via Zoom.
I'll send out a reminder e-mail beforehand with the link to the Zoom meeting.
If you need any help getting a copy from the library, let me know. If you are planning to put it on hold,
you should know that it's taking about 10 days for books to get from one library to another.
I hope to see you in October!
Mara Zonderman (mzonderman@gmail.com)

Hebrew School

The JCM Hebrew School had an interesting year. We started the year with new teachers and a focus
on getting to know the kids and building momentum as a group.
Of course, we then had to stop in-person Hebrew School due to Covid-19. We soon started up Zoom
lessons and again had to find the right balance for the situation, but we quickly got on track.
Next year, both Nate Sietz and Mike Leselrod will be back as Hebrew school teachers; they look forward to continuing with the students on learning to read Hebrew, history, culture and working more with
prayers.
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Computer Help for on-line services

Do you need help accessing JCM’s on-line services?
Please contact Joel Heitman, 610-529-3211 for help BEFORE High Holidays. Joel can help you figure out how to use Zoom on the computer, or
how to dial in from your land-line phone. Practice by joining a Friday
service, so you’re comfortable on Rosh HaShanah. Thank you, Joel!

Donations
Donna Ash

in memory of husband Joseph Ash, mother-in-law Gertrude Ash

Harriet Matysko

in memory of mother Anna Rebecca Kuhl

Morton & Gwen Stark

in memory of father Solomon Levine

ANONYMOUS

towards new prayer books

Larry & Barbara Kiss

The Heitman Family

in memory of father Ben Kiss
in honor of Michael Leselrod, Rabbi Jack Shlachter, Beverly Post
Shlachter, Jenny & Joel's anniversary, Darin Heitman's birthday,
Max Heitman's birthday

Elaine Bernstein

in memory of mother Belle Bernstein

Judy Hean
Rabbi Jack Shlachter & Beverly Post
Shlachter

in memory of mother Belle Bernstein
in honor of the congregation

And a big thank-you to the anonymous donors who generously gave $5,000 towards new prayer books
(machzors) for the High Holidays. The donation enabled JCM to continue with the planned purchase
of the new books despite the uncertainties of the pandemic.
All of us in the Jewish Center of the Moriches community will benefit from this wonderful donation
for years to come, every time we worship together on Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur.

Many thanks!
Want to see your name listed?
JCM has many opportunities for you to honor or memorialize that
special person or pet:
Tree of Life Joyous Events Plaque; Yizkor Memorial Plaque; Pet Memorial
Plaque; Plant a Tree in Israel.

Your generous donations ensure that JCM maintains financial
stability during these challenging times.
Contact Janet Bossert for details, 631-909-8821.

Rosh HaShanah
& Yom Kippur
From Rabbi Jack: While we don't have all the High Holiday service details yet in hand, the services on Zoom will be abbreviated—the evidence is that people cannot stay on an electronic platform for extended periods of time. In order to address electronic security, worshipers will need to
pre-register. Joel Heitman is available for technical help; please contact him ASAP at 610-5293211 for assistance with downloading Zoom, tuning in by phone, or other questions.
You are most welcome to invite family members from near and far to join you at our electronic
services. Sharing in a worship experience with your distant loved ones is a positive benefit of the
Zoom platform...without the need for plane tickets and jet lag! We strongly encourage everyone
to have a copy of the new High Holiday prayerbooks (machzorim) in their hands. We can provide
information on the books for those who are interested in obtaining copies for purchase; local
congregants will be able to borrow books from the temple. And please consider making a generous donation to the Jewish Center of the Moriches as you are able.

Save the dates!
Sunday, Sept 13th, 11 a.m.: Mount Pleasant Cemetery service. IN-PERSON.
Sunday, Sept 13th, 12:30-2 p.m. IN-PERSON. Machzor & yizkor booklet pick-up at the Temple
Monday, Sept 14th, 5-7 p.m. IN-PERSON. Machzor & yizkor booklet pick-up at the Temple
Sunday, Sept 20th, 3 p.m. IN-PERSON. Combined Shofar and Tashlich. Neville Park (end of
Canal Street) in Center Moriches
Please note that all IN-PERSON events will require masks and social distancing.
Thanks in advance for your cooperation.

THANK YOU to the JCM High Holiday Task Force: Mara Zonderman, Steve
Schwartz, Judy Hean, Joel Heitman, Mark Isaacson & Beverly Post. The Task
Force has been working with Rabbi Jack to craft a meaningful, safe holiday experience for the congregation during this most unusual year.

Here’s a sample of the new Lev Shalem prayerbooks
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